
THE WITCHING 
HERBS



WILD AND WICKED 
WITCHES



"All things are poison, and 
nothing is without poison; the 
dosage alone makes the 
poison." 

Paracelsus







The Solanaceae – Nightshade 
family



Collecting Group 
responses to the 
Nightshades







Anticholinergic 
Syndrome

”Blind as a bat” (blurred vision, 
dilated pupils)
“Dry as a bone” (dry mouth and skin)
“Red as a beet” 
(vasodilation/flushing)
“Mad as a hatter” (confusion, 
delirium, hallucinations,)
“Hot as a hare” (hyperthermia)
“And the heart runs alone” 
(tachycardia)





The Maenads



The Devils Cherries





Henbane 
Beer



Walking towards 
Death





The Green Oil
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